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JANE JONES & MYRA PLATT, FOUNDING CO-ARTISTIC DHEC ORS | CHA M. TIENCKEN. MANAGING DIRECTOR

September 23, 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

It is with pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Jim Lapan. Book-It Repertory
Theatre is an award-winning, literacy-based non-profit arts organization that has been serving
the Seattle community and Washington State for more than 25 years. Book-It is dedicated to
transforming great literature into great theatre and inspiring audiences to read. As a company
member in the mid-1990s, Jim was a contributing artist in pioneering our unique form of
narrative theater, a technique that is now recognized nationally as the Book-It Style™. Since
then, Jim has worked with our company periodically as a performer, director and arts educator.

Jim performed in several main stage productions, including Sweet Thursday, Lady Chatterley’s
Lover, and the title role in John Gardner’s Grendel. He also co-directed Trains, a splicing of
short stories by John Cheever and Raymond Carver. In the early days of our Arts and Education
Touring Program, he was one of our “go to” guys, touring half a dozen different stories to
schools and teaching a variety of workshops. Jim co-authored one of Book-It’s first residency
grants, and facilitated our first three residencies at Roosevelt High School, leading workshops
on adapting literary works, directing those adaptations, and empowering students to do the same.
This residency continues today and is considered one of Book-It’s most successful collaborative
partnership programs in the Seattle schools.

Jim’s strengths are based in his great ability to listen and his willingness to work collaboratively
toward solving problems. His positive outlook, quiet humor and sincere loyalty are refreshing
attributes. I believe his breadth of experience in performing, directing and teaching will serve
future employers well.

If you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

AP LT

Myra Platt

Founding Co-Artistic Director
Office: (206) 216-0877

Cell: (206) 293-0735

myra@book-it.org

BOX OFFICE 206.216.0833 | ADMIN 206.216.0877 | EDUCATION 206.428.6319 | FAX 206.428.6263
WWW.BOOK-IT.ORG | CENTER THEATRE AT THE ARMORY | 305 HARRISON STREET | SEATTLE, WA 98109
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November 14th, 2011

To Wnom It May Concern:

1.am wiiting on behalfof Youth Theatre Northwest o recommend James Lapan for your eaching and
diecting positon. Youth Theatre Northwest is an educational theatre company on Mercer fsland in
Washington. We are currentl in our 28 season. Our mission is o nurture chidren’s development through
the power o theatre. We produce ten productons per season for youth by youth, along with year ound
drama education programming for chilren from ages of 310 18.

James came 10 us in 2008 as an advancectevel drama educator and a diector o teach our year-round
program fo high schoolstudents called The Conservatory. The program begins with 30 hours o classroom
work, where students study skils necessary or the piay they willter sag, before they mave on tothe.
actual rehearsals. The play s then performed for thee weekends on our Main Stage. James taught and
directed two diferent seasons o tis program. The first year was Roreo and Jullel, where James.
emphasized the undorstanding of Shakespeare’s text with a group of teens who had naver tackled it before.
The second year was The Crucibi, where James focused on advanced scene study Using other material in
preparation fo Arthur Milr

10 both projects, James proved to be a tron nstructor and a diector who could gt the most out of our
advanced leve students. He treats his student s actors father than chiren regardless of age or il leve,
Eiing them 2 voice i a process and expecting hard work n eturn. Ho Is a master at breaking down material
that seems intimidating into something rlatable and manageabie, which gves youn actors remendous.
Gonfidence on stage. He also taught them the importance of text, which is hugely important in doing any pay
but particulary the classic. Students learned o look for clues i the ext o drve the soone and to delver
the materal as it was meanit to be delivered. Hisstudents, many of whom have gon on 1o study theatre in
college, were exposed 1o college-evel instuction and, s resut, performed shows that were one of the best
in our istory. James prepares his curiculum thoroughly, and is extremely attenive to his students' noeds.
Heis also an excellent team player and a great communicator which i a crucial component o buidling
production with designers.

1 Would recommend James Lapan very highlyto your program. He is an excellent drama educator for teens
Who would be an asset o your nstituton. I you need any other iformation, piease feel free to contact me at
any time.

Sincerely,

Mimi Kataro.
Artstc Director

Youth Theatre Northwest
(206) 2324145 ext 102
mimi@youththeatre.org






Myra Platt
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SEATTLE SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

SEATTLE SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

To Whom It May Concern:

It my pleasure to write on behlf of James Lapan as 2 candidte for employment 2t your
organization. 1 have known Jim for over fifteen years, both personally and professionaly.
Thave had occasion to direct him and to hire him 25 2 director. 1look forward to e

‘opportuniy to do each of them again.

102004, T asked Jim o disect Love's Labow s Lost for my company, Wooden O Theatre.
Heput fogether 2 smart, funny and engaging production. Working with him s 2 producer
was leasure. Wooden O is 2 free, outdoor m the parks theatre company. Jim crafied 2

play that it the unique challenges of that kind of theair, yet maintaied 2 vision tuly his

Jim’s sense of storyteling and moment-to-moment soene work were sirongly evident in the
Droduction. Jim has 2 knsck for finding the heart of 2 scens and making sure that it & fully
developed in the playing of the scene. 1 hink of the fial scene i Love s Labour 3 Lostin
particuar. Itis such 2 heartbreaking scene of forced departure afer joyous wmion. Jm's
evocative and tender realzation of the scene became such 2 poignant sigemnt, be dso
usedit i the opening momen's fo creat 2 framing devise to nform the uckence from the
ousset:this is Love’s Labour s LOST.

Jimis 2 skiled and insightful theatre artist. He has great skills and tremendous experience
tompart to any student of the craft. 1 also know he has experience working with and
teaching to young arists. 1 beleve he'd make an excellnt addifion to your fculty in the
Drama Department.
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Seatle Shakespeare Company

Founding Artstc Disector
‘Wooden O Theatre
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